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still under the influence of wine and then too he was annoyed
because his concubine had been so slow in answering the gate.
He thought he would try to scare her. So he said: "I am afraid
you won't like it when I tell you, but you'll have to know sooner
or later. I have mortgaged you to a merchant because I am in
great need of money. I shall redeem you when things are better
with me. That's why I have not mortgaged you for more. But if
things should not get any better, I am afraid that I shall have to
give you up entirely."
The concubine did not know whether to believe him or not,
for she found it difficult not to believe it because of the money
right in front of her and she found it difficult to believe that her
husband would have the heart to dispose of her thus because both
he and his wife had always been so kind to her. The only remark
she could make was, eeYou should have told my parents about it."
Liu said, "Your parents would never have consented if I had
told them. After you have gone to that man's house, I shall send
some one to break the news to your parents. Perhaps they won't
blame me under the circumstances.*'
The concubine again asked: "Where did you get your wine?"
"I drank with the man to bind the contract," Liu answered. "Why
hasn't Ta Chieh7 come back with you?" the concubine asked.
"Because she cannot bear to say goodby to you," Liu answered.
"She will come back after you have left tomorrow. Please under-
stand that I can't help it and that there is no backing out of it."
After saying this, Liu went to bed without undressing, hardly
able to hide his amusement. He was soon sound asleep.
But the concubine could not fall asleep. "What sort of man has
he sold me to?" she wondered to herself. "I must go to my parents*
house and tell them about it. If he did sell me and the man comes
for me tomorrow he can look for me at my parents'."
After thus turning the matter in her mind, she piled the money
at his feet and taking advantage of his drunken sleep she gathered
a few things together and slipped out of the house, pulling the
door shut behind her. She went to the house of a neighbor by the
T Elder sister; that is, die first wife.